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Ilona Skladzien is a visual artist who
has lived and worked in Dorset since
2012. Originally from Poland, her art
journey started at The Academy of Fine
Arts in Cracow with Design specialising
in Furniture Design.  Here, she was
exposed to a varied programme of
study which was deigned to develop
students artistic and technical skills:
causing her to realised her interests
leant more towards fine arts.

Eight years later, Ilona graduated from
Arts University Bournemouth with an
MA in Fine Art and then became a
member of The Salon group at DVA. 

Over the last few years Ilona has
explored drawing and its many
possibilities – often using a roller ball
pen, but also working with charcoal,
pencil and graphite. “Through adopting
diverse techniques in the making of my
work, I often disrupt and alter the imagery
taken from online sources, drawing
attention to subjects of memory,
perception, cruelty and free will.”

She is drawn to themes and subjects
that impact on her emotionally and
choices are often made instinctively.
Inspiration is found online from
YouTube, online news, social media,
documentaries, and the practices of
other artists. 
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"...I often
disrupt and
alter the
imagery taken
from online
sources,
drawing
attention to
subjects of
memory,
perception,
cruelty and free
will.”
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B-Side Bursary Scheme
Ilona is part of the B-Side bursary
scheme which offers opportunities
for young artists to research and
create work responding to Portland
for the B-Side festival. Ilona was
given this opportunity with B-Side,
starting out her project with three
objectives and an “intuitive
approach”. 

“Firstly, I knew that I need to work with
a real-life story, one which touches me
emotionally. Secondly, as my current
practice mostly builds on material
found on the web, I chose to narrow my
search for stories to only those found
online. Thirdly, as I have recently
become intrigued by mosaic, I was
hoping that I could somehow explore it
in my B-Side venture. This, in fact, led
me to undertake a mosaic workshop
with Portland based mosaic maker,
David Nicholls.”

Responding to this story of
Constance, she explored a number
of materials before settling on one
which she had never worked with
before: paper napkin. 

“I discovered unique qualities when the
paper napkins are married with
watered down ball point pen drawings,
and their ability to be made into 3-
dimensional works by using a sewing
machine. This made for a very
intriguing and exciting start.”

As the project developed over time,
Ilona’s thought about mosaics
changed. The final piece for the
project, using napkins, is forming a
three-dimensional mosaic exploring
the interest in Constance Kent’s
story and phenomena closely
related to the story called
'apophenia'; the human tendency to
perceive meaningful connections
between unrelated things.

“My approach
to my B-side
research was
very intuitive”
After realizing these three
objectives, she began to look for
unusual stories of Portlanders which
led to her to come across the story
of Constance Kent who had been
widely written about in newspapers
because she was suspected to have
killed her four-year-old half brother.
As a female prisoner on Portland,
she lad a mosaic at St Peter’s Church
in Portland in the second half on the
19th century. 

“Its wide coverage in national
newspapers, complex character of
Constance, her intriguing life story and
the rich online material in the forms of
books and films, determined my choice
of subject.”



Ilona is being mentored by Jem
main, Director of DVA. She said that
“Being asked to consider the impact of
Jem's mentoring made me reflect back
on what specifically impacted on me
and my practice.”

She notes that his clarity and
honesty, coupled with being given
the time and encouragement from
someone with a wealth of
experience in the art sector gave her
a confidence boost and trust in her
ability as an artist. 

“When I think of the combined effect of
both Jem and Amanda’s mentoring, it
is the freedom that they helped me
find. In this mentoring environment
some 'stiffness' in my practice was
unblocked, and the freedom that
followed has brought out a year of
exploration in materials, processes,
bringing dimension into my studio
practice and works. Without it, I would
not have arrived at making the type of
work that has made it to the finals of
the Signature Prize in Drawing and
Printmaking category 2021.”

She is particularly excited for when
audio descriptions of the work
become available, so that the
accessibility of the exhibition is
broadened. “This will not only provide
useful information for visually
impaired viewers, but will also give an
insight into making processes of my
works.”

The Audio Descriptions are created
in collaboration with visually
impaired performance artist Tam
Gilbert, founder and director of
Dorset-based Persuasion Arts.
The project concludes in an
exhibition and workshops at
Durlston Castle Fine Foundation
Gallery in November this year. 
 
Ilona plans to spend time on an
ongoing body of work which stems
from her B-side research: “From my
experience, that relatively quiet time
spent on making and reflection will
define the direction of my future
projects.”

Time spent with Jem addressing
administrative, organisational and
writing skills paid off by Ilona
reaching out for a number of
opportunities including getting her
first ACE grant in last year which
she is now currently working on. 

ACE Project
This project including a six-week
residency in Caylus, France which
happened at the beginning of this
year. 
“The works in the exhibition are based
on my thoughts and feelings
concerning the excess of digital stimuli,
which are paramount to my work and
are a foundation for the experimental
pieces in the exhibition.”

“Being asked to
consider the
impact of Jem's
mentoring made
me reflect back on
what specifically
impacted on me
and my practice.”
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Visit Ilona's website to view more of her works
| www.https://www.ilonaskladzien.com/

@ilonaskladzien

@ilona_skladzien


